HIPAA and 42 C.F.R. Part 2 

Privacy Vignettes


1. Amelia, a patient in your program, has requested an amendment to her records. Specifically, she wants all references to a relapse deleted from her records because she is in the middle of a custody battle and is afraid these references could hurt her chances to be given custody.

Discussion Questions

A. Are you, as Amelia’s treatment provider, and a covered entity, required to amend the record?

B. If you are not required to amend the record, is there anything else you are required to do ?

2. Mary, a counselor, suspects that her patient, Ruth, is abusing her children. Mary is required by state law to report any suspected child abuse to the state child welfare agency.

Discussion Question

A. Can Mary report this suspicion of child abuse under 42 C.F.R. Part 2 and HIPAA?

B. If Mary does make a report, is Mary allowed to provide any follow up information to the agency under 42 C.F.R. Part 2 or HIPAA?

3. Hippopolis City Police arrive one morning at the door of your facility with a search warrant and request access to your patient files.

Discussion Questions

A. Can you disclose this information to the police?

B. What if the police have a search warrant and a court order? Can you disclose information to police in this instance?

4. Jack, a current patient in residential inpatient treatment, admits one day to his therapist that his brother, Harry, recently committed an unsolved bank robbery in the area.

Discussion Questions

A. Can the facility disclose this information to the police?

B. What if Jack admitted that he committed the robbery?
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